From small beginnings a little more than twenty years ago, the Easter-lily industry has assumed vast proportions in recent years. In Bermuda more than 3,000,000 bulbs are exported annually to the United States. In Japan, at the present dav, millions of bulbs are grown from seed each year, the demand being so large that enough can not be grown from vegetative reproduction. But, unfortunately, up to the present time there has been no selection from the seedlings. This is the reason why with each importation from Japan many bulbs are found which, When the plants begin to bloom, lack uniformity in size of stem, time of flowering, and other characteristics.
It is
reported that the Japanese department of agriculture has taken the matter in hand, with a view to inducing the growers to weed out inferior seedlings and propagate only from the best. It is owing princi- pally to the decadence of the Bermuda crop that the demand for bulbs, chiefly of L. longijlorum from Japan, has increased so very markedly in recent years.
In 1879 the value of the bulbs exported from that 7 country was $2,500; in 1895, $40,000. In 1899, however, the figures jumped to §130,000, and the increase during' the past three seasons has doubtless made corresponding strides.
VARIETIES OF LILIUM LONGLFLORUM FROM JAPAN.
The bulbs imported from Japan are chiefly Z. long ( LlLIUM LONGIFLORUM.
Figs. 1 and 3, Tall-growing variety from Japan; Fig. 2 , Low-growing variety from Japan.
